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i by Russ McCarty

Greetings from the bone lab. Summer
term is finished here at UF, and we have two
wonderfully quiet weeks of zero student
population---an all too short
hiatus---considering the yearly pandemonium
of Fall Term is about to begin.

The prep lab staff is down to myself and
a few good volunteers. Pat Hylton, a mainstay
for the past 4 years is a retired Naval (not
navel) and civilian oral surgeon. His skills and
positive attitude have been a great asset to the
prep lab. If I have been the architect and
engineer of the gomphothere project, Pat was
the was hod-carrier, mason, and plasterer who
did most of the grunt work.  Another
volunteer who began this year is Steve
Hutchens, a sculptor originally from the
Tampa Bay area, now living in Old Town.
Steve is an avid collector, and an excellent
preparator who has been working on Bolivian
notoungulate and Florida oreodont material in
the prep lab. Mike Stallings, in his free time
between other projects, is becoming a good
moldmaker in the prep lab. David Bunger,
another old standby, is an engineering student
who alternates between being a paid part-time
employee of the prep lab and a volunteer.
Since we’re broke this term, David is
volunteering and working on Bolivian fossils.
Sue Watts from Pine Island and Barbara
Toomey from Sanibel Island were here
recently for a week working on a ground sloth
donated by the Toomeys.

I'm currently working on several projects:
an oreodont skull from Florida, a baby

mastodon skull and jaws (it apparently fell into
a cave--poor thing!), and a big land tortoise
(Geochelone--whose genus name has been
changed to Hesperotestudo) that was found in
Little Salt Spring back in the 1970s. This is
the famous tortoise that was apparently killed
with a wooden stake 12,000 years ago. It was
featured in a 1979 National Geographic article
about Paleo-Indians. When you work with
fossils for eight or nine hours a day, five days
a week, year after year, if you are to retain
even a small shard of sanity, you must have a
number of projects going at the same time.
Then, if one proves to be discouraging or
frustrating, there is always another project on
which to direct your energies. From the
ramblings of this column, it’s obvious that this
is one of those alternate projects.

In the last bulletin we (Pat Hylton and I)
had prepared and removed most of the
gomphothere mandible. The badly crushed
alveoli were left in the jacket (the tusks were
missing). This point in the preparation of the
gomph was one of those critical junctures in
the decision making process. Did we have
enough material to actually make a complete
jaw?  Was the material in good enough
condition? Were we being realistic in our
assessment of the specimen, or was it just
wishful thinking on our part, and would the
wisest possible decision be to just leave it as it
was now and attempt no further
reconstruction? But, like the proverbial fools
who "rushed in where angels feared to tread",
we decided to go for it. Once such a decision
is made and the work is begun, it is hard to
reverse. A specimen that is badly crushed but
still in place can provide a lot of scientific
information. Consider the specimen now in
the prep lab, one of the three gomphothere
skulls that were recovered along with the jaw
we are describing in this article. The view
from the top of the skull is dismal---everything
is crushed (this specimen could be the main
character in Flatland. Twenty-four to thirty
inches of skull are flattened into a layer of
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Fossils Are Where You Find Them

by Eric Taylor

This quarter’s newsletter has more the kind of articles that we are dying to receive from the membership
or other interested parties. I want to express my thanks to all the contributors and ask you to keep them
coming! Anything that will help the avocational paleontologist get a better feel for what opportunities exist
for work in the field in Florida is strongly encouraged!

Because of the abundance of material (and a new job that is using up my fossil hunting time!), I will
confine my contribution to a follow up on the preliminary report in the last Newsletter about the new site Eric
Prokopi and I had begun to develop in the Santa Fe River here in northern Florida.

As I reported, Eric and I had stumbled upon an in situ location in the Santa Fe River very near a heavily
used public facility. The site is not yet completely worked so I will not divulge the exact location, but a clear
picture of the major features and finds has emerged.

It appears that the location (we call it Mammoth Savings and Loan) was a spring or spring run in the
late Pleistocene. The presence of numerous water worn and water stained rocks (clear springs in north Florida
have limestone rocks that have been dyed a bluish color), an apparent channel and the presence of very old
cypress stumps along the sides of the channel lead us to that conclusion. It seems likely that young Colombian
Mammoths either became trapped (most likely) or were killed there and their bones sand to the bottom of
the spring and were covered by sand and dead snail shells. We suspect that they were trapped because none
of the material found shows signs of predation by either carnivores or humans and because similar
occurrences have been documented in locations in South Dakota and Missouri, among others. Also, we tend
to rule out predation as cause of the concentration of material because of the nature of the fossils. With the
exception of land and aquatic turtles, a couple of deer bones and dead snails, the only fossils from this deposit
so far have been mammoths!

As of this writing, Eric and I have recovered 18 complete or mostly complete teeth, three or four chins,
several mostly complete (but poorly preserved) limb elements, numerous skull fragments, several rib heads
and some partially complete ribs, numerous tooth fragments and skull fragments, and one piece of one
vertebra from mammoths at this site. In addition, several bucketsfull of turtle and tortoise shell, tens of
pounds of bone fragments (almost all clearly from mammoths) and a 3/4 complete carapace from the large
Pleistocene box turtle have come from there.

Strange facts about mammoth Savings and Loan (called that because the deposits were made a long time
ago, we didn’t have to put anything in but time, can make all the withdrawals we want, and bankruptcy is
certain in the future!) :

1. Only one tiny fragment of tusk has shown up. Where are they?

2. All of the animals were can identity as individuals were very young, but not newborns or little babies.

3. Two complete sets of dentition have been found. We suspect that there are four or five individuals in the
deposit with one or two others possible.

4. The Santa Fe river has been searched for fossils for almost 40 years. This site proves that significant,
exciting finds are still possible even in the most thoroughly investigated locations!
Remember, fossils are where you find them! (But y’gotta LOOK!)
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